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Reader ; Hem: | 


Read BY z peepe under theſe Curidines , and 

view the woſt hott Pictures of theſe Times, for 

Innovation of Religion, that ever thine eyes or 
the Sun himſelfe beheld. A ſ Aa Ieſuite, lite a crafty Cat, 
luſtily plaies on his Fidle: Ieſuited States men like ſo many 
ſilly Rats and Mice full a dauncing after bim, as if they 
were mad. The Ieſuit lates his plot (with no ſmall cunning) 
how to reduce 4 State to Romiſb ſuperſtition, from the true 
Reltgion eſtabliſhed therein by lam, and that without ar- 
#05ſe, under pretence of bringing backe the true Relig .: 
on. By the true Religion ( ſooften by our Author men 
tioned ) he meanes that Devilifh fardel of Popiſh Idolatry , 
which never accounts it ſelfe in its proper element, till ir 
ſwimme in blood, nor ever ſet foote in ay State once pur- 
ged of it, but it certainly overwhelmed (if not the whole 
Common-wealth , yet ) the perſon and progeny of the 
Prince that gave it any entertainement or harbour, with « 
dreadful ruine. The uſe which, ut the preſent , ſome Ec- 
cleſiaſticts in ſome Countries improve it tos is to lead in 
Arminjaniſme. With this, the Politicke Heads of the Po- 
prjh fattion are well content; as holding theſe men the 


. finreſt —_— „and Arminianiſme the beſt Engine ts 
r 


bring the Grand Plot to the wiſhed perfection with moſt 
ſafety and ſpeed. How exaitly theſe have kept their mea- 
ares in _— after our 72 Fidle, and how punitu- 
ally they have olſervea his Rules and with what ſuccefſe, 


' thou needeſt not goe farre for proofe ; ſcarce any State pro- 


feſſing and maintaining the reformed Religion , but can 
produce evidences enough and tos many of their unwearied 
2 empire 


% 


— — 


* 


attempts in accompliſhing the dtuiliſb difiene of this 
Romane Mackivel, by whoſe Rules here is old they 
have moſt accurail watkes, 
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The plot of (ontxen, the Mogun- 


tine leſuite, to cheate a Church of the 
Religion eſtabliſhed therein, and to ſerve. 
in Popery by Art, without noiſe 3 
or tumult. | 


As it is by him drawne out in his 18. and 
19. Chapters of his ſecond Booke 


of Politicker. 


Tranſlated by à ( atbolicke Spy. - 


CV. XVIII. 
T he way to bring backe the true Religion. 


Oft of the things before ſpoken * tou: + Cp, 17. 
ching the (oxſervation of Truth and 
Religion, are profitable to reduce ſach 
as wander into the way, Notwithſtan- 

A ding , they muſt be diverſly applyed by 

C Politicke men. Hardly is the Truth 


found out :: but much more difficult is it, to pertwade him 


that erreth. It is nevertheleſſe the duty of a Prince, even in 
this, earneſtly to beſtir him, that wicked opinions be taken 
out of the way, Gods honour re ſtored, and cate had of pe · 
fiſhing ſoules, 1 e | 
The firſt meanes, What Muſitians obſervein tuning The , 1. 
their Inſtruments, gently ſetting up the ſtrings by lit- Begin gently. 
tle and little; and what, incuring difeaſes , Phyſitians 
pfaRiſe , abating noxious humours by degrees, and ous 
A 3 es: 
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ſes: theſame muſt bee done in a Common-wealth, la- 
boaring under the Malady of Errors and Seperſtitions: 
1 spprove not lingring and bootleſſe proceedings, fince 
they often beget a deſiſting from the deſigne. What ever 


mea nes can be uſed, my counſel! is that they be attempted - 


but in a ſoft and ſure pace, for feare of aprecipice: Here, 
mild commands and monitions doe very much ſurther the 


worke. 
The ſecond The ſecond, this. It is no difficult piece, for any Prince 
Rule. in Europe to call backe mens minds to the ancivat rites 


To preſſe the of our Predeoeſſours, it be lift, A matter heretofore held 
examples of ĩmpoſſible to be effected. But now men begin againe to love 
1 the old Religion. Nor can they be ſo held on by their Mini. 
very,a good ters, but that many doe every yecre, returne to the Catho- 
meanes to till lique unity. 

on the reſt. Suth force hath Grey Antiquity 

To twrne from beardleſſe Novelty, 

The juſt pu- What onee they moſt greedily luſted after, they 
niſhnent of gow caſt aſide with diſdaine ; yea, they #bhorreit; That 


1 levity of the Vulgar, to admire new things, and con- 


love of the temne old, is fatall, Hereſie, therefore, which while 


wah, 2 Theſ. it was in the firſt carrite, could by no foree be ſtayed; 
2. 10. 11. 12. nor by Art reſtrained ; afterwards growing weary 
and faint, goes on more fealurely : * being in it ſelſe 

divided and bruiſed, the violence of it abates, and fo 

at laſt it comes backe to the ſame point from whence 

firſt it depatted. Many Provinces of Germany have en- 

cured many Religions: now they retaine none at all, 

being more intent to the will of their Lords. One cauſe 

of this is, as I ſaid but now, Levity, and ignorance of 

the Truth. Another the impoſſibility of holding the 

people long ignorant of the leudneſſe of Hereſies, and 

Heretickes : and that they finde thoſe men to ſift their 

opinions almoſt every yeere, Of their one accord 

they depart aſunder into divers fractions, ſo that they 

cannot ſtand long. It is as if you ſheuld ſet out a com- 

pany of blind men to runne a race: ſooner would they 
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Germany ; to wit, the Platine Hector, the 
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all miſſe, then any one get to the marke. This Argument, 
if a prudent Magiſtrate pleaſe to take up his people, loa- 
thing ſo many intricate mazes into which they have beene 
led, and having made trialtof the fraudes of ungrati- 
ous Apoſtates, will readily ſuffer themſelves to be reduced 
ino the way. | 

With this lenity muſt the firſt proceedings be layd : ** 
unlefle tte He reſies be of that nature, tee (nicer — 
perill) they admit no delaies, Such are thoſe of the cer, the frſt 
Aunceriant, * Anabaptiſts and of them that riſe up ting leader of 
againſt the Mzgiſtrate, For thele, like ſharpe diſeaſes, — 3 
deny place and opportunity to a flow courſe of Phyſicke, at Alſter ip 
and therefore maſt be repreſſed with a ſwift and dangerous Tharing,be- 
remedy. longing to | 

Thirdly , Arct-hereticks, and Teachers of Hereſies, — Duke of 
are to be baniſht the Common- wealth, at once, il it N | 
may ſafely be done, bur if not, then doe it leaſurely The > Rea, : 
and by degrees, There needes no proofe to make this Roote our the 
courſc appeare necdfull, For turbulent and boyſterous Teachers as 
winds being ſent packing, that Sea whoſe very bot- falt as may be... 
tome they ſeemed to lay bare, will of it (clfe againe be- 
come calme and ftill : and that Error which hath loſt 
its Protector, will without oppoſition, put it ſelfe un- 
der rnine. Never therefore can thoſe Emperours be e 
praiſed enough, who with baniſhment puniſhed Ari. 
1, Neſtoria, Nigilantins, and other Heretickes. But yet 
the Vandals deſerve execration , who having gotten to- 
ether all the Prieſts and Biſhops in Africa, ranne upon 
hem with their Horfes, or elſe utterly baniſht them 
unto. deſert places. There are many faire reaſons of ex- 
pelling ſuch 45 (being private men) attempt alteration 
in matters of Religion, albcitthe people ſhould hugge 
them whiles. they ſcatter their poyſons. But a Prince 
may. undertake: ſuch an enterprize lawfully, and juſtly, 


baviog mcanes enough, not to ſuffer himſelfe to come 


under reproach for io doing. Three m bry Princes of 


rave of 


Heſen, 


4 Locke about you. | 
Heſſen,and the Marquis of Brendenburg,an Elector alſo, ef- 


fected a change of the Lutheran Religion, into that of Ca- 


vin ot as themſelves terme it, the Reformed Religion, And 


albeic almoſt all their Sab j ect hated Zainglianiſme, yet did 


thele Princes without any tumult (fave onely that Jerlin⸗ 
tooke upon him the boldneſſe to be angry) full aecompliſh 
erat commutation, | 5 

In theſe alterations, theſe things fot the moſt part, 
out ofthe Hiſtory of the change of Religion in the Pa- 
latinate, the Act of Marpurg, and the Edict of Bran- 
denburg, 1 h. ve obſerved. Firſt, they conceale their pur- 


poſe ofaltering Religion, and rooting out of Luthera- 


niſme : not in ſuch manner that tbe wiſer ſort esuld be 
kept hood - winkt, but that the multitude might not 
tumult. Scondly, by che Art of the Zuinglians, ſome 
were luborned who ſhould crave the exerciſe of the 
Ra'ormed Religion, and that with many and ſugered 
words, thatthe Prince might not be thought to bee of 
his owne accord inclined to odious novelty, bur enely 
gratiouſly indulgent to their conſciences, and to love 


and cheriſh the liberty thereof, Facility ia a Prince to 


tie prayer of the People uſethto be extolled, when e- 
ven in taoſe things which were fitter co bee denycd, hee 
ſhewes himſelfe exorable. Thirdly , one Church, oro, 
(and not above) was craved by them, that this ſuite 
might not ſeeme harſh to the multitude , which in the 
reanc time were ſtill to hold many moe, not being o- 
ver ſollicitous of any. Fourthly, here, notwithſtanding, 
the jealouſie of the Luther ins oppoſed it ſelfe, becauſe 
they could not but perceive thag, with the Chureh, the 
profits and maintenance would bee withdrawne together. 
Nor was the quicke eyed previdence of the States - men 
ignorant that this would happe a. Therefore now they 


beginge to deviſe of a Conference, and ef a Pacificatien.” 


They aſſemble in the Court, the matter is debated be- 
fore the Princes Councell : all notaries and witneſſes 
are denyed them, But this courſe is by no meanes to 


bee 
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be approved: for it a Conference be once appointed , 
each part ought to have its liberty and all advantages 


allowed entire, becauſe , if men ſhall be borne downe 


by the power of the ſtronger ſide, the Victors ſhall e- 
ver be eſteemed to have had the worſt cauſe. This was 
the caſe of the Arminians in Holland: whereas they, 
who had the oddes of the Princes favour, if they did 
indeed believe the goodneſſe of their cauſe, ought ro 
have entred the liſts upon equa l tearmes, and weapons, 
Fiftly, an Edict was publiſhed , that none ſhould caſt 


aſperſions upon, or contentiouſly brawle with one an- 


other, nor condemne one another of error; bur, by all 
meanes cheriſh peace and concord. This Edict of the 
Princes proved an effectuall Engine to further the in · 
tended mutation. For by this meanes it was brought 


to paſſe, that no man durſt to contradict rhe Calviniſts, 


Zuinglians, Sactamentarians; no, nor ſo much as to 
name them. And now had error made a large ſtep, 
when it ſo wrought, that none might date to Keorer , 
and lay it open to view, Notwithſtanding , all this, 
even then did not any man make any ſtirre, becauſe ma- 
ny of them, who are other wife more temperate, would 
eaſily hold quarrelling and contumelious Sermons in 


deteſtation, And for this reaſon the Prince was not 


traduced as a Patron of Hereſies, but applauded as a lo- 
ver of peace, eſpecially for that he ſtill permitted the 
bare and naked Pofition of the one, and the oppoſite 
Tenent of the other, to be freely taught by each _ 
Sixtly, a Diſputation in the Vnive ſity was appointed, 
a Calviniſt conſtituted Moderator, who was after. 
wards ordained Ordinary Pcofeſſor, Seventhly, in all 
theſe proccedings there was no open appearance of 
carrying in tbem any deſigne, of making Zuinglianiſme 


Heire to Lutheraniſme ; but only this, that peace mige 


be ſettled: for at that time nothing was deſired, but 


that the Lutherans, reteining all their — — and re- 


vene wer, would vouchlafe to ſit in Conſiltory with the 
Reformed, and conſult — with chem, as _— 
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of Church atfires: which when they refuſed, they 
were accuſed as proud, contumacious, and diſobedient 
to authority, and ſeemed to deſerve a diſmiſſion from 
all, becauſe they deſpiſed their collegues and peace, 

All theſc things were hitherto thus carried, that trial 
might be made what the people would beare. For if 
any tumul: ſhould have beene raiſed, it the Gardians of 
John Caſimire, ſet about him. for this very end that hee 
might not alter Religion, ſhould ſtir themſelves, there 
was a faite excule of all theſe doings at hand. Eightly, 
when the people of Heidelberg petitioned for the con- 
tinuance of the Lutheran Preachers, the matter was 
paſſed over in ſilence without anſwer: and in the 
meanc ſpace, care taken that thoſe particular men which 
the people petitioned for, ſhould be traduced as too 
furious and heady. The people therefore eaſuy let that 
ſuite fall, on ly re que ſting that, if rhole they ſupplicated 
for, gave diſtaſte, yet atleaſt they might obtaine others 

tnore temperate and apt unto peace. For they ſuppoſed 
the deniall to ſpring onely from ſome eff nce taken at 

the men, not out ot hatted of Luthetaniſme. Wherfore 

they ftill ted themſelves, with hope : an whiles hope 

of vb:cining liberty by prayers remained , they abſſai- 

ned from armes, till at length they laid aſide all care of 

Lutheraniſme, and hope together, Ninthly , when all 

things now ſeemed ripe and ſafe, the Lutherans were 

cominanded to depart from their Pacochiall charge;and 

all the Chutches beſtowed on the Calviniſts. Nor durſt 

they complaine; for, they that did, were baniſhed . Bur 

now turning themlelves to domeſticke cares, they only 

ſued for a poſthumian and honorary penſion, immunity 

from Taxes and the like: the Calviniſts in the meane 

time exceſſively laughing in their ſleeves, to ſec a mat- 

ter of lo great bulke and height brought ſo humble, as 

to pat up ſuch meane an; abject Peritions, Tenthl y, 

W hereas the Auditors (or yonger Schollers) of the Vni- 

verſity were Lutheran , upon them they alſo practiſed 
Vith divers Arts. To Stipendaries ſuch as wete main. 
. „ 
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tained at the Electors charge, Calviniſate was offered 

or a diſmiſſion preſented, For the Catechilme of Lu- 

ter, the Zuinglian was obtruded upon all: ſo as even in 

a moment an exceeding great alteration happened, 2s it 
were without any motion: for the Preachers of the 

Country changed their opinions with the Prince, ina 

trice, Eleventhlr, in che Huſſian change, I obſerved this 

allo, that when the I utherans, as well Profe ſſors in the 

Vniverſity , as Country Preachers, refuſed to yeeld up 

their Offices and Dignities, the Prince tol1 them hee 

wonired at them, ſeeing he had never taken them into . 

his protection, nor given them any new poſſe ſſion of _ 

tue it places: tor there, the Prince dying, all places and 

Offices become void, and the power of beſtowing them 

ane w, is in the ſurviver, Twelfely, in Haſſia they went * This gow 
on very ſlowly, and by little and little. N r was all Cul- touch is e- 
viniſme off. red them at once; but only a ſmall pittance nough to dif. 
thereof : as namely. tue reviving of the precepts of the coνt who fer 
Decalogue, and the breaking of the bread at the Com- = * 
munion. Therefore, although at the beginning thole of foment the 
Marpurg zealouſly flockt to the Lutheran Preachers quanell, and 
(u ho, as they had heard, were to leave them) that they whether they 
might receive the Supper: nevertheleſſe afterwards gan bot that 
they ſtirred nothing, but by degrees fell off to Calvi- x ug 
niſme. And the people much more willingly come on, fetch over the 
if at the ame time they be whiſtled another way: as, Miniſters, bar 
to Arminianilme, * or ſome other Sect that may ſceme on to breed 
more odious. I hirteenthly, both ſides feli to writing: dultroct: on 


among the 


but that party which was moſt favoured at Court, peoplè, who 


quickly prevailed. Alſo the wickedneſſe of the Luthe- will herel y be 
rans in their convc rſation being upon all occaſions made more eaſily 
knowne did much advance the cauſe of their Adve ria- Are ta 
ries. Wherefore they exautorated ſome of them with u nes 
, upon them. 
reat diſgrace, even under the Galle wes it ſelfe. The 4. Rule, 
The fourth meanes, which I have ſeene put in execu- St-ip che Fol. 
tion heretofore, and ſtill kept on foot, is this: nimely, lowers of He- 
that ſuch as are adverſe to the true Religion, be put by t. ks, of all 
l 1 „ ? thr digni- 
their honors, dignities , ard publique Offices. ** a 
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this unequall, that he who gives impediment to the 
welfare of the Common-wealth ſhould not be alowed 
the honors and commodities of it. Men guilty of great 
crimes are thtuſt t om their dignities: why then ſhould 
blaſphemers and contemners of Tiuth bee admitted 
thereto ? 

Such a Law, made Theodoſous z and before him,the 3. 
Sonnes of Conſtantine, They ſt: ĩpt Hereticks of all pri- 
viledges granted ro Profeſſors of the true Religion, De 
Heret. l. Privalegia, Frederick condemned,not only Here- 
ticks themſelves,but all their receivers and abettors: and 
unles within the ſpace of a yeere,they tendred ſatis faction, 
be commanded them to be con victed as infamons, Nie ſur- 
ther enjoynes that they neither be admitted to any publique 
Offices or conſult. tions, nor alewed any voice in the electi- 
on of others, Hc alſo ads other penalties, as hietetofore hath 
bin obſerved in the Law it ſelfe. The bene fits of this de- 
vice are many and great. For if :dverlaries to Religion 
be ſuffered in places of honour , they will have many 
preter.das alv/2ies ready to thwart the Prince: they will, 
without his privity, vex the ſubjects. For no man that 
is a Patron of another Religion, us ſo faithful to his 
Prince, as be is to others that concur with himſelfe in 
Religion. Bt ſides, the Subjects come on to the truth 
more ſlowly, when they ſhall behold their diſloialty 
honor d in their companies in error. Thirdly, only the 
true and Catholque faith gets ground by perſecution, 
becauſe that alone can erect an expectation of future fe- 
licity : but (uperſticions, unleſſe in their firſt eraptions, 
doe diminiſh and vaniſh by withdrawing the profits 
of thoſe that imbrace them, of how great import this 
courſe is, ſome German Princes, in the laſt Diet at Ra- 
tiſbone well apprehended. For they moved that Ceſar 
might chooſe an equall number of Counſellors , in this 
Court, of either Religion: when as yet themſelves, not- 
withſtanding , imploy no Catholicks, in theirs; no, nor 
doe ſuch as are Lutherans admit of Calviniſts, nor 
thele, of thoſe. j He” 

| = A Fifth 
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A Fifth meanes. When the whole body of an Hereſy The 5. Rule. 
is to be pluckt up by the rootes , and that not by mere 
power, but by moderation and Art; firſtofall, let thoſe 
particular Tenents which heare ill ot the Vulgarzand i 1 
their very firſt aſpeX carry ab urdity in them, even to 
the rude and ignorant, be culled out; and load laid on Cali on 
A t the 
them. Ihe Calviniſts may ſerve for in{tance,who to the moſt odinus 
end they might more caſily grind to pouder the eredit Teneats, and 
ofthe Lutheran faction, oſten made honorable ment ion Ste 
of Luther himſelie : and thoſe particulars which they _ ah in 
1 6 e eares of 
grappled with, they chtiſten:d by another name term. he people 
ing them Flaccians; a Sect which even by the Luthe- = 
rans themſelves were accounted the moſt doltiſh ang * v7 Flac. 
frantique men that drew breath, So Parexs, who in his ar . 
heart wiſheth all Lutherans had but one neck, profeſſcth in ſomethin; 
notwithſtãding, that he medles with none but thoſe 2rcll; erring 
violent ene:nics of truth, the Vbiquitaries, When thote de extremely 
of Herecht practiſed, in Synods, to grub up rigid Calvi- e . 55 
niſme , they carefully prohibited ihat which was the her 1,6. = 
chicfe point in it: viz, 7 hat all ſhould beware not to teach f theit _ 
theſe things wherby God may be thought the author of ſin, (ations be juſt, 
Wherfore an Orthodox Magiſtrate, if he would reduce Vlrrajectcuſes, 
the ancient Religion of al ng time given up for dead, 
to the intent that the naughtineſle even of their opini- 
ons, in whom there may ſeeme to be ſome more mo- 
deſty, may be laid open to the bottome, ler him eſpeci- 
ally take order that they may be daily rackt, & carped. 
For ſome of them doe with good words cunningly 
raiſe and overſhadow many things, whicb, if we conſi- 
der in the very ſubſtance of the matter, admit no par- 
don. Theſe are to be drawne out to their ſull length, ag · 
ravated to the utmoſt, that ſo, by juſt hatred, they may 
be diſcarded. By this ſluce all the credit of falſe Teach- 
ers, thus taken in the very Act of a manifeſt fault, will 
ſoone empty it ſelfe. For the very bare diſcovery of 
ſuch ſuper ſtitions is confutation enough. 
The Sixt meanes of reducing pie ty, and of aboliſhing The 6. Rule. 
error is, to make profit of _ quarrels oferring _ 
" EY rx 
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as 8 * ic For what Prince mi zht not reduce the Pu titanes of 
che lac which Eng land into order if hee would (by force ſufficient)ex - 
is moſt lik: ly tort from the an approbation of the Biſhop: ? And who 
to further this could not worke as great a Cure upon the Puritans in 
purpoſe. the Netherlands, it he would declare himſelſe for the 
4.91 0997 Pig milder party, * inthecotroverfies yet fl:ming amongſt 
Catile to the them? For the variableneſſe of the Princes beliefe, 
Roman makesthoſe that erewhile took themſelves to be cock- 
Wolves. {ure of the tight, now to grow dcubifull which way to 
take. So that when the conſent of the Prince goes over 
to the other ſides of them that contend, he overturnes 
the other part with caſe, :r:1 puts the whole into his 
power to doe with them as he liſt. Of this the Apoſtles 
example is inſtead of all, ho in that Councell which 
he found to bee made up ot different Sects, adhering to 
the opinion of the ſtronger faction, was by it held 
worthy of the white ſtone of abſolut ion. And hee ſo 
brought it about, that they hindred by his ſetting on 
foot their owne particular diſſents, could not joyne to 
make head againſt che truth. This courſe I would, ahove 
all oth: r commend to an O:thodox Frince: for by this 
mea nes he ſhall be able to make as much advantage of 
the brawles of thoſe that doe erte, as he n ay expect 
from the agreement of ſuch as told the ttuth, for the 
ſopplantting cf ertor. It is in this, as in managing of 
Battles, wherein not only the skill, and ſtoutneſſ: ot the 
Gencrall in Mat ſhall ff. ires, but even the overſights & 
errours ot the enemy doc put many faire occaſions of 
victory into his hands: provided that he have his eyes 
awake, and doe attend the very moments of opportu- 
nity, and be able to apply not only convenient, but ſea- 
ſonable phiſicke to evtry diſeaſe. Good Diet and gentle 
Py l ſicke cureth many. When Rigid Calviniſme was 
heretofore ſet upon by the Lutherans, in the very heat 
of the fit, the evill was but exaſj.erated and rendred 
more ficrce, ſo that the violent ioicing of it in that pa- 
roxiſme, brought much cauſe of repentance tothe Aſ- 
ſailants. Now.the Arminia s have of their owne accord 
- | . | abarcd 
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abated of that firſt rigor,and disbanded the moſt rigid _— and 
part of that leaven : they condemne the Calviniſts as 14 d in- 
impious, and inthe very Vniverſity it {clfe, raiſe perle- telligence. 
cution againſt them. In ſome townes they compel them 
to accept oſbaniſhment, being ready to attempt moe, & 
more outragions prankes, were they not held in awe by 
the firenth of the other ſice. Verily, if the generous 
proweſſe of Maurice alone, would but joyne it lelfe Maurice of 
to the mollifiedfaction , the rigidnefle of the Contrare- ara aw 
monſtrants would ſoon wax more gentle, or be bro- e Icſuites 
ken to pieces. | B ok firſt C 

The ſeventh meanes is, that all ſccretconventicles & the liglu- 

publique meetings alſo be ſtrictly forbidden. So Arca- 7* . Rule. 


b n ping": F Suffer no mee- 
dias denied the Temple of Gaynaunto the Arrian falle ©; are 
195 C- 


hood, Leo and Anthenim the Emperours,forbade the pri ute or pub- 
Pagan aſſemblings for performance of their impious lique upon ay 
rites, C. t. 11. Let none preſume to adventure to thoſe occauon. 
things ſo often iuterdicted to men of the Pagan ſuperſtitiõ: 

Knowing that who ever ſhall dars ſo to do: commit a pub- 


licke effence : that is, ii I underſtand him, tres ſon againſt 
the weale · publiqae. And ſo farre is it our pleaſure that 
ſuch impieties ſhonld be cleant taken away that albeit the 
wickeadneſſe be committed in another mans poſſeſſions or 
private houſe, the owners being privy to it, yet let thoſe 
/ poſſeſrions or honſes be by the moſt ſacred Lawes of the 
publique Treaſury, proſcribed. The Maſters or Owners, 
becauſe they wittingly conſented to the defiling of their 
roomes with ſuch out ragious wickeanefſe, for this alone 
let them, if they be dignified with any title, or office in the 
warres ,. puniſhed with loſſe of their place in the warreg, 
and of their dignity ; with proſcription alſs of their e. 
ſtates : if they be private men, aud of meane condition, 
after iortures inflicted on their bodies, let them be aſtig- 
ned to the Mines;or to perpetual baniſhment. And before 
him, Valentinian and Marci anus; Let us man dare, again 
to open thoſe [dol-houſes now of along time ſhut up with a- 
ny intent to wor ſhip or adore themifar be it from this age 
that the honor axciently yeelded to abominable & exe- 
. | 15 * 
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crable Images ſhould be revived ; that any impious ſtran- 
gers ſhould be deckt with the Garlands of thoſe Temples, 
or thinke it equall that eves common fires , which might 
frofanc thoſe altars,ſhenld be kept off from thence, For in- 
cenſe to be burnt in thoſe places, ſacrifices to be ſlain, wine 
offered up in goblets there, with any opinion of Kelig ion or 
devotion, let it be account ed ſucriledge. 

The eighth meanes is, by the ſeverity of Lawwts and 
puniſhments, to compe l the obſlinate to duty. The pu- 

* 28 ate ob· niſhment of violators of Religion is diverſein divers 
* = places; yet in every place ſome is inflicted, And that 

pelled by g a « 

. deſervcdly and juſtly : becauſe what is committed a- 
gainſt divine Religion redounds to the wronging of al: 
that which is burttull to all, hurteth with perill to the 
Common wealth it ſelte, and therefore ought by the 
Common: wealth to be repelled, But when thoſe things 
arc dangerouſly taught among tt em whoſe conſciences 
will not permit them to be quiet, I chodſe rather to 


The 8. Rule. 


Auvuſt, Boni— 


en cite and propound that great Doctor of the Church 


de moderate touching this whole matter, then to utter mine one 
cocrcendis hæ- Opinion. Firſt, he ſhewes that by this courſe many have 
reticis. been reformed. Epiſt. 5 o. For this, ſaith he, hath happened 
to the Donatiſta that of old did unto Daniels accuſers, for 
as upon thoſe, the Lyons by which they ſought to oppre ſſe 
the innocent; ſo upon theſe the Lawes were turned looſe : 
nnlefe that, through mercy of Chriſt, thoſe lawes which 
ſeeme to be ſo ſevere againſt them, doe, in ttuth, rather 
make tor their good; becauſe by thoſe lawes many have 
been, and daily are made better, Afterwards, being freed 
from that furious phrenſy they be thankefall for the cha- 
ſtiſment. Whom befor: they hated, now they love;acknow- 
ledging that theſe lawes how ſharpe ſoever, were to them 
moſt wholeſome : and by how much in their former mad- 
ne ſſe, they did deteſt them, ſo much the more thankefull 
they become upon their recovery. Now they are provoked 
againſt the reſt ; and with the ſame love together with wa, 
4e inſtant that we ſhould in like manner proceed joynth, 
to ſave others from deſtruttion , with whom themſelves 
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were like to haue periſhed, Both the Phyſician to bus frantiche 
Patient, the Father to his untamed child ſeem: grievorn z 
the one in that he binds him; the other, in that he beats him, 
although both dos all out of love. And if they ſhould neglect 
them, and ſo ſuffer them to periſh, that were rather a falſe ard 
cruell pitty, then gentleneſſe truly ſo called, For if an Horſe and 
a Mule that have no under ſtanding, with their biting and 
kicking lay about them to beat off men,by whom, for their care, 
their wounds are more roughly hanled : yet thiſe men, albeit 
they be often put into danger by their teeth and heeles , and 
ſometime wounded, give not over thoſe bruit beaſts,till by me- 
dicinall tortures and paines they have made them whole: 
how much more ought not, a man of a man, 4 brother of a bro- 
ther, to prevent hu eter nall deſtruction, be given over, till the 
corrected party be twnght to aprehend how great a benefit was 
done him, even then when he moſt cried ont of perſecution! 

But here, let that law ever take place; that he compell 
out of love, not, out of ſury: let him chaſtile that he may 
reforme; not take revenge that he may deſtroy. 

He further goes on: hy therfere ſhould not the Church 
compeli her loft ſonnes; ſeeing they have compelled others to 
periſh ? Although even thoſe whom they have not forced , but 
onely ſucceeded, if they bee by terrifying, yet wholeſome 
lawes brought backe againe into her boſome , our pious Mo- 
ther imbraceth with more tender affettion, and rejoyceth o- 
ver them more then over theſe which ſhe never loſt. Per- 
taine it not to paſtorall dilligence,to call backe , even with the 
terror of ſtripes and tortures, thoſe ſheepe , who being not vi- 
olently ſnatcht from the fold, but by ſmooth intiſements 
ſeduced, have ſtrayed from the flocke, ana began to be under 
the poſſeſſion of ſtrangers ; if, being favoured they will needs 
reſiſt bim that ſeeks 16 bring them againe to the Fold of ( briſt? 

Thus, Auguſtine, who notwithſtanding, was. ſome- 

times of opinion that the Paſtors ought not to petition the + 

Emperouts, by compulſory commands to chuſe the Hereſie 

of the Donatiſt to ceaie to be. But afterwards he changed 

his mind : for to perverſe, frozen, and obdarate minds he 
came to thinke medicinall ſh arpneſſe to be needfull. Hence 
eee 
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therefore, ſaith he, it © browght to paſſe, that a religious and 
ion Emperer whenſuch cauſes are brought to his knowledge, 
foould chaſe rather by his moſt godly {awes altogether to re- 
dre ſſe the error of that impiety. and by 6 / 75 and compul- * 
ſion to ſubdue to the unity of the Church thiſe who againſt 
( Hriſt bore the Enſigne of ¶ hriſt; then onely to take away all 
liberty of outragious breakings out yet till leaving them looſe 
to error and ruine. Even at this time, when the lawes come in- 
70 Africa, they eſpecially who deſired an occaſion; or were be- 
fore , put into ſeare of the e. of thoſe furious Heretichs, 
or aſhamed to offend their owne diſciples , preſently came over 
ro the (hurch, Many allo, who only by . drawuc downe 
from their fathes, had beene held in error, never tell now tool 
it into their thoughts, nor would they take . to enquire 
er conſider how weake acanſe that Hereſie had to maintaine, 
But ſo ſoone as they began to looke into this, and that they 
could finde nothing in it worth the enduring ſo much as now 
they were like to ſuffer for it, they became Catholikes with out 
any difficulty, For now — did well beceme them 
whom ſecurity had made ſo careleſſe. Many alſo whowere le ſſe 
able to diſcerne the difference of Donatifticall errors from Ca- 
tholike verity , Jollowed the perſwaſion and authority of all 
thoſe precedents thus esſily given them: yet ſo, that when the 
true Church received into her boſome with joy great troopos of 
people, an obſtmate rabble, with an unhappy ſtontneſſe of 
minde, ſtili tuck faſt in that plague,” And yet even of theſe , 
many faining a converſion, communicated : others lay tkulking 
by ſmall companies in corners, But yet the greater part of 
theſe, who at firft were but counterfeits, by title and little 
growing better acquainted with the truth, and hearing the 
word preached, but eſpecially after conference and diſputation 
by ta had with their Biſhop at Carthage, truly reformed. But 
ix thoſe places where the tumultuous ront, Whom the ſmaller 
number, that conceived a better opinion of joyning themſelves 
to the true beli:vers, could not withſtand, Econ be ; er, were 


the multitude, om, held under the power of a few of the 


enightier ſort, yeelded conformity to the wrong ſide, the labour 
of reducing them proved ſomewhat the longer. ? 
eee The 
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The ſame father againe, to the letters of Petilian. Petilian 
ſaid; But iſ it had been lawfull to compel any man by law, euea 
ro theſe things which are good, you your ſelves, wiſwrabl. men 
that you are, onght to have beene by us compelled to the pureſt 
faith. But, farre be it, farre be it from our conſciences, that we 
ſhould force any man to onrfaith, Auſtin makes anſwer. No 
man indeed, is to be compelled to the faith againſt his will: yet 
obſtinacy is uſed 10 be chaſtiſed with ſeverity, yea through the 
mercyof God with the ſtourgings of tribulations, What?becanſt 
good manners are choſen freely, ſhall not therfore wicked man- 
ners be puniſhed with the ſeverity of Law? Howbeit yevenging 
diſciplineef il conver ſation prepoſterous, where the precedent 
doctꝛ ive of good life is not contemmned. If therfore any lawes be 
framedagainſt ou, qe are not therby compelled to wel doing but 
only prohibited the doing of evill. For no man can doe well but 
he that comes to it with freedome and love, which i only found 
there where the wil comes off freely, & maks choice of the action 
without conſtraint, And the feare of puniſhments,although it 
know not the comfort of a good conſtience;yet at laſt it reſlrains 
evill deſire within the cloyſter of thoughts, Notwithſtanding, 
who are they that have ordained lawes for repreſſing your raſh- 
weſſe? Be they not they of whom the Apeſtle ſaith , they beare 
not the ſword in vaine , for they are the Miniſters of Cod, 
 Revengers to execute wrath upon thoſe that doe evil 
What then? ſhould a Prince procceded againſt all, by 
power and law; and, compell them to the faith ? Let bim 
occed, not againſt all: but yet, for the good of all. If they 
e few, if without tumult it may be effected, let him by 
power to take off Hereſies, Sorccrers, and Idolators from 
being at all. But let the rigor of the lawes be ſlowly 
drawne out, unleſſe where there is danger of contagion, 
Let ſuch as be moſt dangerous bee taken away; the reſt, 
the authority of the Prince will ſoone lead home. For, of 
theſe, ſhame hold back many ; feare, many: but va ine af- 
ſarance that no better way can be ſhewed them, prevailes 
with moſt to ſtave them off from the truth. Within a few 
yeeres an hundred thouſands have beene converted tothe 
truth in Fr@vce 3 in Germany, moe. Not one of the German 
| -—” Co 
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Princes that have aſſayed to draw his Sub j ects on to unity 
with the Catholiques, hath ever met with any power reli. 
ſting his decrees in that behalfe made and executed, 
Onely the Netherlanders broke out into rebellion, But 
the cauſe thereof was not Religion alone : nor was that 
pretended. Their Priviledges and liberty was made the 
cloake, The Dominian of a forraigne Nation over them, 
(a thing ever abhorred of ingenious men) and the exaction 
of tenths ſtitred up that * that ſedition,* 4 

The received opinion of Politicians otherwiſe minded, 
namely, That men are not to be compelled, yet remaineth. The 
grcund of their opinion is this; becauſe by that meanes 
men will ſtill continue as impious in heart as before, adde 
bypocrily to their former impiety, and ſpread their wick- 
edneſle the farther abroad. So may you make them wor- 
ſhippers of the purple robe, indecd : but never of God. 
But theſe men are farre from the marke , and give counſell 
againſt, not the ſafety of Religion alone, but even the 
peace of the Common wealth. For firſt, by a Wholſume 
Law they are over · ruled that they ſhall not doe evill, not 
ſacrifice to the Duvell, not ſpoile Churches, not contemne 
holy things, not entitle God to their leud practiſes, not 
oppugne the truth. And albeit they obey againſt their wills, 
ye t ſafer is it that men, fo compelled, ſhould c fend onely in 
heart: then breake out into villanies, in deed as well as in 
will, by being permitted to do as they liſt, without coactive. 
reſtraint. It would be in this, as in other caſes, 1 
{ccular lawes deterreth many (who in heart and conſent of 
wil are guilty, }from attemę ting their purpoſes and enjoying 
their lewdneſſe pro jected. 

Nor doth a law only take men off from evill; but, brings 
them, uſually , within the Schoole and Chappellof vertue, 
For it enjoynes things honeſt and pious, and prohibites 
the contrary. It commands, I ſay, things pious ; and to doe 
Farr ina 2 not tained manner. If any man 

all play the counterfeit, let him impute that hypocriſie 
to his owne wicked heart; not to the hw. Contumacious 
clkcnders are compelled by law to honor the Magiſtrate; 
and 
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and tightly is it ſo ordained. Nor is the law therefore not 
to command things honeſt, becauſean Hypocrite mar es 
them in thedaing ; but to admoniſh them to performe 
willingly what their duty calls upon them to doe. And 
for the moſt part, when they are brought on leaſurely 
by power, they ſet about good things in a good mans 
ner; and apply their minds to vertue, as well as the ir bo- 
dies, when they ſee that they muſt needes lay theit hands 
to the worke. If it to fall out that the obſtinacy of ſome 
particulars ſhall at fitſt, make reſiſtance: yet even thole 
men, by time will be wrought more pliable. As fot thoſe 
who being of tender yeeres, ate either not at all, or but 
newly tainted with evill, a good Law will ſoone cauſe 
that their riper age ſhall yeeld a iweetlavour of goodneſſe. 
Verily , I have knowne many Children Authors of their 
Parents converſion , who alſo when they are growne up, 
and changing the cloake for the gowne, have unde rtalen 
either a tribe, or a place of j :dgement, approve themſelves 
excellent ſervants to the Common-wealth, T his we finde 
many thouſands in — eſpecially in Bavaria, Stiria, 
Carinthia, the Netherlands, to make good before our eyes. 
It therefore compulſory reformation ſhould doe no gocd 
upon old ſtandards in error, yet it renders the younger fort 
a Catholique Fry. 


The Ninth meanes, and of all thereſt moſt effectuall, is, The . Rule. 
that ſuch as ate in authority doe religiouſly practiſe and Let the Bre- 


RJ 


maintaine integrity ot life , and purity of manners. I pro- lates and 


miled ſomething of the manner of all ſorts of men, at the 
beginning. Now I adde this advertiſment in particular, 


Clergy, be e- 

minently au- 
OY - ſtere and 

that the Reformation of Religion will prove very diffi - bla meleſſe in 


cult, and goe on ſiow ly; unleſſo the Prelates and Doctors life. 


ſhall out-ſhine the whole Common · wealth not onely in 
eminent innoceney, but in teputation alſo and fame ot in- 
regrity. For, whereas ſuperſtition is ſo maglignaat and 
ſlendering · ripe, that it will detract from the vertue and 
eſteeme of the holieſt men; ich lorged crimes traduce 
the moſt: blameleſie Athanaſiuſſes, by the mouth of calum- 
nisting wre tches; and with: purchaſed per juriey knigh 
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of the Poſt, draw them before Tribunalls as it other mens 
fault were reaſon ſufficient why they ſhould not finally 
ſhake hands with their herefies : whe can doubt, but that 
the wicked prankes of Prieſts made publique, cannot be 
tolerated without infinite damage to Religion? The filthy 
life of Clerkes , of Clerkes; Ilay it againe, of Clerkes; I 
meane evill ones, made, augmented, and ſtill doth uphold 
the hereſies that are. 1have often entred diſputation with 
Hereticks , or their diſciples : and, after that with a very 
little labour their Arguments have bin anſwered and retor- 
ted upon themſelves, they betake themſelves to aceulations 
of our Clergy,and object ſuch things as can neither be deni- 
ed, nordefended, What therefore ſhall a Common wealth 
doe in thiscaſe ? Firſt, let it labour earneſtly that ſuch Bi- 
ſhops and Prelates be choſen as are chaſt, liberal], ſober, cou · 
ragious, faichfull diſpencers of Gods law, and ſuch as will 
doe their utmoſt for reformation of manners. Let the Prin- 
ces themſelves alſo bring all the power they can to the 
work, and fo the cure wil not be difficult. Let a Regular who 
is efther a drunkard, or a whoremonger z let aftcandalous 
PariſſrPrieſt, be oppoſed in his wickednefle : let another 
capable of the ſame place and dignity, be ſet up in his room: 
he that is convicted, let him be caſhiercd, and his Biſhoprick 
let another man take. Ifthe Prelates ſeeketo cloake and 
diflemble their vices, and not reforme the ſinnes of their 
Clergy , let the Vicar of Chriſt grant full power and autho- 
rity to Kings and Princes to reforme the Clergy it ſelſe, -as 
of late he hath done, to a certaine renowned Prince to the 
great benefit of his Country. But becauſe I have ſpoken e- 
nough of this matter, to wit, the peace of Germany , be- 
fore : and thatthis place requires the ſame things to be re- 
peated , Ichooſe rather to transfer hither the things there 
ſpoken, then in other words, here, to lay over the ſame 
rhings againe. | 

In the firſt place, I put done the reſtitution of Eccle- 
aſticall Diſcipline where it is decaied, and the keeping it 
ſill on foote where it is in vigor, as the moſt neceſſary 
ching, without which , peace can neither be at —_— 

r 
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red, nor continue long, if it wererecovered, The almoſt 
onely caule of all herefics and perſecutions both ancient 
and moderne, hath been, the diſſolutneſſe of the Chriſtian - 
Clergy and people. An old ſoare in the Chuten, and till 
ſo much breaking out afreſh», that in the whole world it 
could never yet be any where found te vx ſo decrepit as. 
to die away, nor will ever be periectly cured, Our Lord ſaith 
St. Cyprian, would that his family ſhould be tried, when he 
{pffcred perſecution to breake in upon it. ( he ſpeakes of 
that, which was under Deciuu, when a peace of 38. yeers in 
Africa had gone before.) And becanſe a long peace had. 
corrupted that diſcipline which was given us of od, a puniſh . 
ment from heaven rouzed againe that faith which had growne.. 
fuggiſb, and, I had almoſt {aid, which ſlept the ſleep ef death. 
And yet whereas.we by our ſinnes deſerved to ſuffer far greas . 
ter evills, the moſt merciful Lord ſo moderated al, that al 
that was done againſt us ſeemed but 4 trial, rather then a per- 

fecution. Now every man turned hu ſtudies only to the en«. 
creaſing of hu poſſeſſions; and men, L their faith, their 

Former z.eale and good works which in the Apoſtles times ſo e 
mizenthy ſhined,and what conflaxtly they ſbould have continn. 
ed to de, with unſatiable courtouſnes gave themſelves wholy 
un to the enlarging of wordly pelſe. In the Prieſts there was no. 
devont relion; in inferiouri, no ſound faith; in ment ations no 
mercy; in their manners no diſcipline, Inwenmght be ſeenc 4 

diſguiſed beard; in women, a painted beauty: The eies, adulte- 

rated from what. Gods hand had made them;the haire, coloured 
into a lying hue. To deceive the ſimple cunning frands abauna- 
ed;and treacherous hearts, to circamvent their brethren. Th 

Joyning in marriage with Infidels,and proſtituted the members. 

of Chrift to Pagans, They took liberty not only to fweare raſh» 

ty; but, which is yet mare, to breaks ont into perjury : with 
proud ſwe lings of heart, to aontemne thaſe that were ſet over 

them; with venomed monthes, to ſpeaks evill of them;and with . 

endleſſe hatreds, to rend themſelves in peeces one from ano- 

ther. Many of the Biſhops whom it would have well became 
to reclaime other: by earneſt exhortation, and example, deſpi- 

Ang the adminiſtration of holy things, teoke upon them the. 

error, brunet Yo G4 
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ordering of (cc ular affaires: leaving the chaive forſakeing the 
people committed to their charge, and roameing about in other 
mens Provinces, they hunt ed after opportunities of gainefuli 
| merebandiſe: the hungry brethren of the Charch they ſupplied 
218 | not, but got us much filver into their hands as they could they 
| plnckt from other t their fields by dectiifull baites, and ſongbi 
| by nſury npon nſury to augment their baykes, Theſe thinges 
uttered that holy Mattyr , touching ſuch as hid falletycuen 
in an age of Martyrs, The cauſes of our calamities have been 

yet more grievous : to wit, a greater decay of diſcipline, a 
mightier domineering of ſinnes, whichat length brake out 
| into hercſie, and rebellion, Nor is it to be wondred at: 
for, without care to keep diſcipline on foote, not onely not 
the peace of . but even religion it felfe cannot be 
held faſt. Diſripline is the guardian of hope, the ſtay of faith, 
the leader of the way to life, the nonriſter and feder of to- 
wardly diſpoſition, the miſtreſſe of vertne; it cauſeth a may to 
abide ts Chriſt, to live nnto God, and brings to the poſſeſſion 7 
all celeftiall promiſes and rewards. Cyp. De Diſerip. & hab. 
vir g. Nothing in theſe daies keeps back the moſt from re- 
turning to the anciene religion more then the wicked ex- 
aroples of ſuch as are already in it. For the common people 
eſtceme of Doctrine by the converſation of ſuch as ptofeſſe 
it, nor can they be brought ts beleeve it poſſible to leatne 
the docttine of liberality, chaſtity , modeſty, froth them 
whom they perceive to be (faves to their riches, burning in 
laſts, and even burſting with pride. Doeſt thou wonder 
why ftraying ſcules be not brought home? Doeſt thou mar- 
vaile why thou laboureſt thetein without iucceſſe ? It i; thy 
manner of living that makes them to doubt. Thy faith ( if 
thou have any) is mewed up in thy breaſt : bit thy linnes 
are laid open to the view ofall , arid thele prevaile mere to 

draw them into hatred ot rellgion; then thy uncertaine 

- faith, to bring them into love with it. Thou promiieſt 

the food of Gods Word to ſach as ate hungty, but reacheſt 

it out unta them with an uneleane and feſtred hand: and 

1 ſo thou canfeſt them to grow jealous 1 and enemies, to 

| blaſpheme Gods names Thy ſiune, certainly, is _ 

* 
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ing great before the Loyd becan ſe thou boldeſt men backe 
fr om the ſacrifice of the Lord: trom the ſacri ſice not of Rama 
and Bullocks ; but, of praiers, of faith, of piety. They are 
enrned away from that God whoſe Miniſters they diſcerne 
to bedefiled with ſo many abominations. By nothing in 
the world doe Hereſies increaſe more, then by the lewd 
practiſes of the Clergy, and the finnes of the Laity, who do 
ſo infeqt their children with their owne vices, that they 
know not how to turne their hands to anything that is 
good, This, very Heretiks themſelves may conficme ; 
who, being convinced by Scriptures and reaſons, betake 
themſelves to accuſations of the Court of Rome, and of 
the whole Eceleſiaſticall Scare. To them I ſhall give an- 
{wer in another place. In the meane time, let them know 
that themſelves are no more to be excuſedhereby , then 
the children of IIraell, who wichdrawing themſelves 
from the ſacrifice of the Lord by occaſion of the wicked- 
neſſe of Hophns and Pbinehas, fel to wor ſhiping of Baalins 
and e4/2:Froth, Now, I apply my admonit on onely to 
thoſe, who, while they live of the Church, are made fat 
with the Patrimony of Chriſt, and receive large allowances 
out of the maintenance of our Lord and General, doe yet by 
; their ſflothfullneſſe, ignorance, drunkenneſſe, filthineſſe, be 
tray his Tents to che enemy; never being any whit af- 
fected w ich the ruine of the ſaules of them that are ready to 
periſh, but placing all peace of the Church in the wealtn of 
It, and in the quiet enjoying of Prebends, O Good God 
Tfit be beter fir him that offendeth but one of theſe little ones 
which beleeveinthee, that amilſtone were hanged about his 
wnecke, aud that be were drowned in the bottome of theſea : 
What mountaines or ſtones may be ſufficient to hang about 
the necks of ſo many, for the drowning of them, who ſo 
often ſcandalize not a few little ones alone, but even 
the whole world; great, and [mall : little ones — 
beleeve in thee; t ones that they may caſt of, 

leeveing : and leevers , that they might not beleeve 
at all. To all Chriſtians is that {poken; Be yee blameleſſe 
ADD. the Soune of God, winhoat revaty wee 


midſt 


— 
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midſt of a crooked and perverſe nation, among whom, ſhine ye 
a lights of the world, holding forth the word of life , that I 
way rejoice in the day of Chriſt, Phil. 2. But to the Biſhops 
and Prelares it is ſaid : Be thou an example of the belervers 
ia rd, in converſation, in charity, in faith, in pwity, ' 
1 Tim, 4, And, in awhings ſhew thy ſelfe a patterne of good 
workes, indotirine, in integrity, in gravi'y, ſound words that 
cannot be cen lemned. Tit.2. And why {of he adde: therea- 
lon : That he that 5s of the contrary part miny be aſhamed , 
havirg no evill thing to ſay of yow. I hela poſtles themſelves 
converted the world, not by.the Word alone, but chiefly 
by their example. And by examples it is that it now falls 
backe againe unto infidelity: for while men put away con- 
ſcience, they make ſhipwrack of faith. Becauſe, in that they 
live wicked in the ſight of the people, they doe as much as 
in them lies, murder thoſe oft whom they are oblerved to 
lead ſuch a life. Every one that lives ill in the preſence of 
them over whom he is ſet, doth what he can to deſtroy 
them. 

What then? will you (may ſome ſay, ) preclaume an e- 
verlaſting warte againſt all thoſe parts of the Church 
where the diſcipline of it is caſt aſide? Either warre, or 
bondage, or utter deſtruction. It mens manners be refor. 
med, abuſes taken away, (candalls removed, the warte will 
be very ſhore, and a ſolid peaeg ſhall give us entertain- 
ment. But if God ſhall be {urther provoked by our ſinnes, 
ſuch as erre ſhali be conſit med in their hereſie, thoſe that 
yet are but wavering and doubttull ſhall be altegether 
turned away from the faith, and God will certaincly drive 
out that licentivuſnelle and laſciviou ſneſſe ( ere he leave 
us) as in many places he hath already done. If the Bi- 
ſhops and Prelates, through the wickedneſſe of ſome, be 
growne peereleſſe, the jealous God will lend the ſtronger 
Revenger upon them; whereby he may cut off both the 
wicked and his wickedneſſe together. So the Tur kes u- 
turped eſa, Egypt, Greece, while the inferior Clergy refu- 
{ſed to obe y the Biſhops, and while the Biſhops fell off 
tom the chiefe Paſtor, and their manners exceeded the 
| wickedneſle 
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wickedneſſe of the very Barbarians themſelves. And fo 
we ſee it for the moſt part to come to paſſe, that when 
ſinnes have once attained to the height, all things ruine 
together 2 and then are they to be accounted to have 
come to the height, when they be committed by a pub- 
I'que law, cuſtome, and approbation ; or if they come to 
kreake through all power and force of law, and the au · 
thoricty of the Magiſtrate. Religion will p:riſh in Europe, 
unleſſe integtity of converſation become correſpondent 
to the purity of the Religion, What then may ſomeone 
that both fearech and needeth a reformation, ſay unto me, 
doe you thinke ne:dfull to be reformed ? Generally, what 
ever is deformed, and whatſoever may, by any circumſtan- 
ces, become a cauſe of deformation, although it be not in its 
owne natureſuch. 


CHAP. XIX. | 
Other inferiour helpes to reduce the trat Religion, 


18 ate very many things which according to the 
variety of times and places, wildome and ingenious 
love to godlineſſe will ſuggeſt, as meete to be applied to 
men in danger of periſhing, that they may bee ſaved. 
Without admitation ot the Mathematicall Sciences, thoſe 
of Iapan al e caught: for they delight rather in a prudent 
unfolding of Mor als: many of the Indians, in benificence: 
The Americans, in Ceremonies and Muſicke. All meanes 
therefore, are to bee attempted for the ſalvation of men, 
Since that vigilant Dragon turnes every ſtone to draw them 
into deſtruction, For that Common-wealth is in miſerable 
condition, which aboundeth with people ;but ſuch as are 
running the way of ruine. 

In the firſt place I rang religious and ſolemne Mu- 
ſicke ; becauſe that doth not onely by the ſweet modula- 


The firſt 
meanes, 


tion and harmony inchant the eare, but much more by \j.1,j;cu5 
the cleare light of the words and ſentences tuned to it, Muſicke. 


inſtru the mind, and affect the will with holineſſe. The 
and, ere 
2 I y 
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fily gotten and kept, This es by the example of 
Arch-Herericks — — moos — — 
turned ſcettaine Eccleſiaſticall hymnes into cbſcene and 
enticing times. The Arriam alio and the Pelagians, by 
this ſhooing-horne of errors, deſtroyed the Faith and 
Diſcipline of the Church, And fo farre the audacioul- 
neſſe of fome proceeded, that they brought Soradicall 
1 * ſongs into the Church. Nor are our Times made ſo infa- 
* Fro, mous bythe multitude and puddle of Sects by any other 
Poet who was meanes ſo much, as by ſongs that with ſweet modulati- 
Author of a on inſinuate hertſies, and found forth the diſgrace of the 
moſt filthy Truth. Thus the Hymnes of Luther and Bea have ſlaine 
P 11k. more ſoules, then all thetr writings and declamations. Why 
— 's up all then ſhould not an Orrhodox Prince make uſe of that for 
tons up a E 
the kindes of curing, Which impoſtors have found out te be a meanes of 
Beaſtly laſt; deſtroying * Thele things moved Auſtine of old. lib. 10. 
or elſe from Confel. cap. 33. Oh bow much bave 1 wept in hearing of 
the piperly  ;þ;ye bymnes and ſongs ! bring vehemently moved by the vo 2 

and Pidlcr- 5 
like ſettine ce of thy Church ſweetly chanting, thy words did flow in at 
of them, fitter y eures, and thy truth was even melted upon mine heart; and 
for a Stage or from thence defires after piety burſt out into a flame, my teares 
Alehoule, |, rickled downe, and then was it well with me by mans of them. 
3 And afterwards. I flote upand dow ne berweene the dan- 
Muſicke. And yet am I rather inclined , not as one utte- 
ring an irrevocable coneluſion, to approve the cuſtome of 
finging in the Church , that the more feeble ſoule may rite 
vp to ⁊ſfect piety by things which recreate and delight 

the earc. 

 eAriftotle in his Bodkes De Republica, gives many rules 
about Muſicke ; which yet ſome have cenſured as idle, or 
atleaſt difleritancous to the gravity ef the mattet hee had 
in hand. But certes, Plato, the Father of his Common- 
welch, and in Government a moſt skilfall Artiſt, concurs 
with Ariſtotle. Tally alſo, 4b. 2. de Legib, lpeakes to the 
Game eſtoct. I aſſeur, faith he, ro Plato, that not bing doth ſo 
cb werte apon ſoft & tender mini, as the variety of notes 
inänging : of whom it in hard to expreſſe how = 


ger of the pleaſure, and the experiment ofthe, profit of 


ce 
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force they have _ diſpoſitions differently affected. 
for ir — che fpiri Ie that be r to linke, 
and enfeebleth them that be jovially diſpoſed : it both 
unlooſeth and ſhuts up the minds of men. The keeping 
to the ancient manner of finging was of great uſe to ma- 
ny Cities in Greece, They whoſe manners were flipt into 
effeminate wantonneſle, became altered anſwerable to 
the alteration of their Muſicke : either as one thinkes, 
they grew drpraved by this inchanting ſweetneſſe, anJ 
corrupting/Engine ; or rather, when for other their vices, 
their ancient gravity in their Moſicke decayed, there Was 
then way made in their degenerated cares and mindes for 
this unhappy change to enter, Wherefore that molt pru- 
dent and incomparable learned States- man of Greece 
dreaded much this corropting of Maſicke : for he deres 
that the lawes of Muſicke can receive alteration, wiæhout 
a change of the very lawes of the Common: wealth, Ger- 
many and France have taught us as much. For when they 
perceived mens minds to beginne to flag and to hang in 
ſuſpence to whether fidethey ſhould jeyne themſelves, 
in ſtead ofthe ancient Muficke which was ſweetly grave 
and a promoter of vertue, anew kinde of Muficke lome- 
what more looſe and joviall ſtept in, and by the entiſe- 
ing ſwectneſſe of it, put thole embroidered hereſies into 
the hands of uncautious minds to quaffe them eff with 
delight. It is therefore now the part of a prudent Phyfi- 
tian to give ſuch a reliſh and pleaſing taſt to the truth and 
holineſſe by ſweerneſſe of harmony cxcelling that of che 
other fide, leſt thote notes whichare more harſh and un- 
pleaſant, ſhould light upcn minds given over to diſſolute 
delicacy , and receive a reſuſall. For this cauſe many lear- 


ned men have aſter the example ol David, Aſaph, 1dithen, a. Tue ſecond 
dorned many hymnes wih Muſie all mexſures and Biſhops bel pe. 


have brought into their Churches holy ſongs to be lung in 


the mother dongue. ge, be tyed io 


This remedy is pleaſing, yet not unwholeſome. That 


which followes is more fevere $ yet neither in juſt nor dit. count of their 
geult ; viz, that before the Bannes of Matrimony bee faith. 


D 3 publiquely 
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pudliquely denounced, both the contracted Spouſe and his 
Bride be ordered and compelled to yeeld an account of their 
faith. This courſe producerh not a few. commodities : for, 
firſt , they may by this occaſion bee inſtructed and trained 
up in the truth, By this meanes, beſides, ſome care of 
Religion is in j ected into all: and fo, while they promiſe to 
continue in the Church and ever to hold faſt the antient 
faith, they art by degrees ſaſtened to the truth, and cannot 
but love it. Moreover, Heretickes are to be hunted and ta- 
ken with their owne Arts. It being once mine hap to heare 
certaine Lutheraine Youths to vant of terrible deſignes 
upon the Calviniſts, whole Prince notwithſtanding hav- 
ing thruſt out Luther cemmanded Zuinglians to be taken 

into his roome ; I was caſt into a wonder that thele darin 

ſpirits bad not yet driven not all other into that ne', An 
when I had demanded the reaſon, how they came ſo to 
fall cf from Lutheraniſme in plaine field, the Zuinglian 
reformation till gayging ground: they returned anſwer 
that now thoſe Youngſters did frolicke themſelves in the 
liberty of youth, not much ſetting by the threats of a 
raging Miniſter ; but there would come a time wherein 
they ſhould finde themſelves under yoke, For when once 
they begin to aſpire the married eſtate, they muſt then 
give place to the Conſiſtorian violence, and, together 
with a wile, bee content to accept of a ſhameleſle Concu- 
bine; to wit , Calviniſme. So hard 1s the condition of 
thoſe that marry and are given in marriage among the He- 
reticks , that ftill a new infection and ſpreading peſtilence 
(in hope to beget a new brood of the ſame kind) muſt bee 
led into the marriage bed. How then can an Orthodox 
Prince excuſe himſelfe to God , if hee doe not plot a more 
effectuall meanes of laveing ſoules ? and, by a publique 
law, command, that men together with the ſanctity of 
that Sacrament and individuall nuptiall knot, joyne alſo 
the truth of ſiucere and undefiled religion: eſpecially conſi, 
dering that the marriage Covenant is contracted without 
blemiſh of ſinne, onely among thoſe of the Orthodox 

faith 5 + 
0 
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To qhis of Marriage, other things may be adjoyned. The third 
Let no Ceremonies , but thoſe of the Catholike Church, 8 


oach the Laver of Regeneration. Let none have the ho- ines many 
nour to be Godfathers ; unleſſe they, the ſineerity of whoſe Pariiculats. 


faith hath given good proofe of it ſelfe; Let no man have 


the honour of Chriſtian buriall; unleſſe, together with 
theia, hee hatli beene a partaker of the Sacraments of the 
Church. | TT REN | 

If it fall out that wandring ſoules aſt he leafurely, and The fourth 
by Art, reclaimed; and, that tbe Propagators of petverle meanes. 
opinons cannot bee put f-om the places they once en j y; Get the bes i 
then, let an Orthodox Magiſtrate bring to patle that t res of a 
inſtituting, preſenting, confirming, and examining ol ſuch ere —— 
menbee committed to him. For ſo they may ſoone Thace ſome to un- 
away every one that js moſt apt to- doe miſchiefe. Some worthy men. 
wrangling companions,careleflc of the controverſies on foot, 
that ſludy onely their ow ne private zffiires, or. the Prince, 
he may ( ſafely, now and then) ſet over thoſe Churches : ſo 
ſhall he be able to abate the rage of hereſie, and yet not be 
troubled to remove the unlearned : for by that meanes error 
will grow into contempt;and for as much as unskilfall men 
are want to erte often, all conſtancy in errors will bee talen 
away. 

Likewiſe let him nouriſh the differences of the Teachers The fcc 
oferrors : and let him ſo worłe that they 8 often conferre, meaner, 
and pe ale upon one another. For, by this meanes, when all Fomente the 
ſhall underſtand that there is nothing ſettled and certaine — 
among them, they will eaſily joyne hands with the truth. tar. 
For it any man liſt but to read thoſe ſcolding Bookes of the 
Lutherans againſt the Calviniſts; or of the Calvinifts againſt 
the others, he will verily perſwade himſelfe that thoſe be 
not the invectives of one man agaioſt another; but rather, the 
rages and bellowings of Devils againſt Devils, From thelſe 
practiſes, juſt occaſion of alteration, as allo ot enquiring into 
the original of ſo greatdiſorders,wilbe«f:rcd to the Prince: 
that ſo, if he finde the acculations true, he may chaſtiſe the 
guilty; iffalſe, the accuſers, For the truth of errors will ſhe w 
it ſelte in the publique. 
Many 
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”” >>, Thelaſt Many other meanes there be, which prudent lade dete -A 
meanes. of a neighbour wilt dictate to a Prince ol its owe accord; 
* All thoſe things which draw love and honourable eſtee me to 
— Poren the prince, are of uſe to fetch oyet the people eaſily to im- 
brace his opinion in matter of Religion, And of this ſort are, 
his caſing of their ſhoulders ot taxes and charges, ſpeedy ſup · 
plies yeelded to any part of his Country ſpoiled by 6 e or 
other decaies : provifion of viduals and other n ies, 
For herebyit will come to paſſe that what ever they ſuppoſe 
to bediſtaſtefull to the Prince, they alſo will bold in deteſta- 
tion. Theſe things, togetber wich the grace of Ged and fer- 
vent pralers, if a Prince ſhall put into execution, he may, in a 
very ſhort {pace wholy root out hereſies, although at che be · 
ginning they ſhould ſeeme to over - power the very Lawes 
and the Prince himſelfe. 
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